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Home Sweet Home…. 

(A letter from the editor – Alissa Olson) 

This time of year I always want out…. out of Wisconsin that is. I reach that point where winter has become 

forever long and the seasonal depression is creeping slowly around the corner. I think about all the exotic places 

that I could escape to and all the amazing sites there are to see, but when it really boils down to it…. there is 

really no place like home. Despite the cold, dark, depths of winter, Wisconsin really has a lot to offer. So, if you 

are about to jump ship and take the next flight to Mexico remember how to get home and remember the words of 

explorer Josh Gates… “Travel Does Not Exist Without Home…If We Never Return To The Place We Started, 

We Would Just Be Wandering, Lost. Home Is A Reflecting Surface, A Place To Measure Our Growth And Enrich 

Us After Being Infused With The Outside World.”  

 

 

 

From the Desk of Chief Scott Rieckmann 
 

Wow, we have two months in already as Clayton Fire Rescue. So many exciting things have been happening. 

The C-W Joint Board had their last meeting on the 22nd. The cubicles have been installed in the back of the 

training room. I have been spending a lot of time the last month (along with a lot of help from many other 

members of the team) researching another apparatus to add to the fleet. We have picked a good fit and the 

equipment list has been finalized. The purchase of the apparatus and the equipment to outfit it are on the 

agenda for this Wednesday’s Town Board meeting. I would like to see as many of you as possible there. If the 

Board approves the purchase, a few of us will be going to Monee, IL to pick the truck up on March 4th. Stop in 

and check it out. When the updates have been completed we will be doing a lot of training on it before it goes 

into full service. 

We will be having a CPR class on March 4th from 6-10pm. If you haven’t signed up yet see me as soon as 

possible. Our EMR refresher will be on March 5 & 6th.  We have a house burn on the 12th; As well as a grass fire 

training in April. There are a lot of training opportunities coming up. We will soon be starting a daytime training 

for those who can’t make it on our regularly scheduled training night. Voting will be held in the Town meeting hall 

on April 5th which is the same night as our April business meeting. Be sure to research and vote for the 

candidates of your choice. 

Stay safe, 

Chief Rieckmann 

 



 

Did you know that in Wisconsin you can travel the  
World without leaving the State?  

Denmark, Belgium, Tripoli, Wales, Berlin, Germantown, Cambridge, Rome,  

Waterloo, Lebanon, Windsor, and Luxemburg are all in your backyard. 

 

Important Dates 

Business Meeting– March 1st 6:30 PM  

Truck Inspections –March 3rd 6:00 PM 

First Responder Meeting –March 8th 6:30 PM 

House Burn- March 12th (See Article)  

Fire Department Training –March 15th 6:30 PM 

Officers Meeting –March 22nd 6:30 PM 

Birthdays 
Dawn Walter – March 20th  

 

Josh Bluhm – March 25th  

 

Al Kuenzi – March 29th  

 

Did You Know…. 
The state of Wisconsin is named for the Wisconsin River, which runs 430 miles through the central part of the 

state before emptying into the Mississippi River at Prairie du Chien. The word “Wisconsin” is believed to come 

from a Miami Indian term meaning “river running through a red place”, likely a reference to the red sandstone 

bluffs of the Wisconsin Dells.  

Original inhabitants of the area that is now Wisconsin included the Menominee, Kickapoo, Miami, Ho-Chunk 

(Winnebago), Dakota Sioux, Fox, Sauk, Potawatomi and Ojibwa (Chippewa) tribes. Jean Nicolet was the first 

European explorer to reach the area while searching for the Northwest Passage to China in 1634, landing at 

what is now Green Bay. The French explored the area, named places and established trading posts to take 

advantage of the lucrative fur trade. Lead mining in Southwestern Wisconsin brought the first heavy influx of 

settlers. 

 
Blood Drive Reminder 
Save the date! Tuesday April 5th from 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM we will be hosting the next blood drive. Please tell 

your neighbors and your friends as every donation makes a difference. Here are some tips to make your 

donation a successful one. Be sure to get a good night’s sleep and drink an extra 16oz. of water before you 

donate.  Also, take the time to enjoy a snack after you donate. Do not do any heavy lifting or exercise for the 

rest of the day following your donation.  



 

March Truck Inspections  

Thursday March 3rd - 6:00PM 

Todd Weber   Al Kuenzi   Gene Walter   

Paul Meier   Dave Guay   Eric Linsmeier 

Did You Know…. 
 

Wisconsin was a leader in the Progressive Movement in the early 1900’s, with Robert La Follette 

spearheading the first income tax, civil service, railroad regulation, teachers’ pension, and worker’s 

compensation laws. In 1920 Wisconsin was the first state in the union to deliver ratification in the Nineteenth 

Amendment, women’s suffrage, to Washington. The following year Wisconsin became the first state to pass 

legislation guaranteeing equal rights for women. 

When the civil war broke out, Wisconsin sent 91,000 soldiers and lost over 12,000, a staggering 13%. The 2nd 

Wisconsin volunteer regiment, part of the famed Iron Brigade, suffered the greatest percentage loss of the 

entire Union Army.  

Wisconsin’s oldest lighthouse was built in 1836 on Rock Island, east of Washington Island. 

In size, Lake Michigan ranks sixth among all freshwater lakes in the world. 

On June 14th, 1952, the Eau Claire Bears Class C Minor league team introduced a new team player in a game 

against St. Cloud, Minnesota – Hank Aaron. 

Marquette County encompasses 455 square miles and has only one stoplight.  

Appleton had the first telephone in Wisconsin and the first incandescent light in any city outside the East 

Coast.  

In 1933, John Dillinger robbed the American Bank & Trust in Racine, taking $27,000, but left an autographed 

submachine gun.  

The Village of Cadott is located halfway between the Equator and the North Pole. 

House Burn Information 
On Saturday March 12th we will be holding our next live burn training exercise. The Training exercise will begin 

at 0700 hours and last until approx. 1800 hours. Please make every effort possible to participate in the training 

event. Also, a reminder that this training opportunity is a great way to make up missing training hours so that 

you meet the minimum requirement for 2016. If you have any questions leading up to the event, please 

contact one of the officers. We look forward to seeing you all there.  



 

Clayton Fire Rescue Officer Information 
 

Fire Chief – Scott Rieckmann   Assistant Chief – Al Kuenzi 

Captain- Todd Weber    Captain- Nick Seelow 

Lieutenant- Tony Seelow    Lieutenant – Jeremy Jesse 

Division Chief of EMS – Cindy Pfankuch   

Division Chief of Operations & Training- Chris Fischer 

Did You Know? 
As with many useful inventions, lots of people contributed to the eventual success of the Typewriter. Historians 

estimate 52 different designs of the machine were created before somebody got it right. And that’s where we 

smarty pants from Wisconsin come into play, once again. It’s a fact that in 1868, a few folks from Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin created the first commercially successful typewriter! Nice, right? Newspaper editor and printer, 

Christopher Latham Sholes, came up with the Q-W-E-R-T-Y keyboard layout. If you look at the first six letters 

to the top left of your keyboard – even the one on your mobile phone – you’ll see we still use this layout today! 

Supposedly, Sholes placed the letters in a way so our fingers could alternate, jams could be prevented and 

there was more room to help you type faster. This means, a Wisconsinite created the standard for how we 

type. It is said that Sholes was annoyed at a few flaws in his design, so a few other guys hooked up with a 

sewing machine manufacturer to commercialize what they called the Sholes and Glidden Type-Writer, which is 

where the origin of the term ‘typewriter’ came from. 

 

The first American Kindergarten was started by Margarethe Schurz, wife of famous German-American 

statesman, Carl Schurz. Being a native of Germany, Mrs. Schurz learned the principles of kindergarten from 

Friedrich Froebel of Germany who created it. When family brought the couple to Watertown Wisconsin in 1856, 

Mrs. Schurz started a small kindergarten class in their home. It was called “Karlshuegel,” meaning Carl’s Hill, 

which burned down in 1912. The private class of five was moved to a new little building in Watertown where 

kids attended kindergarten through the 19th century.  Of course, Kindergarten eventually became a regular 

part of the U.S. public school system. In 1957, 100 years after Mrs. Schurz brought Kindergarten to the U.S., 

the Watertown Historical Society moved the little school building to the Octagon House Museum. This house is 

one of the largest Wisconsin single family residences of the Pre-Civil War Period. It has been open to the 

public for tours since 1938. There are so many fun things to learn about the history of our home state! 


