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How do you really feel... 

A letter from the editor - Alissa Olson 

When was the last time you told someone how you really felt? Not like when you 

respond with a lackadaisical answer to the question "how was your day?", but 

actually told someone how you really truly felt inside? About anything......? 

unfortunately we are living in a world where honest conversation is pushed aside 

to save time and sadly, to save effort. lately it seems that everyone wants to 

know what has happened to our society....why is there so much turmoil, hate, and 

flat out disconnection between people. Did we ever stop to think that maybe it is 

because we have simply forgotten how to communicate with each other? The single 

biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place when it 

hasn't. Assumption and lack of communication are the number one relationship 

killers. We all perceive differently. We've lived different lives, we have 

different views and we need to understand that fact before we get angry at 

someone for not  believing what we believe or feeling what we feel. We need to 

stop texting and start talking....face to face...and it doesn't all have to be 

good. Sometimes you need to tell people how it really is in order to get where 

you need to go. Don't stay silent just so everyone stays comfortable because it's 

that sort of lack of communication that leads to turmoil. Above all things we 

need to remember that without communication there is no relationship. Without 

respect there is no love and without trust there is simply no reason to continue.  
 

Meeting Dates 

Business Meeting- April 5th 6:30pm 

First Responder Meeting - April 12th 6:30pm 

Training Meeting - April 19th 6:30 

Officers Meeting- April 26th 6:30 



 

From the Desk of Chief Scott Rieckmann 

Work progresses on E43 our Pierce Saber. We have replaced the tires, rebuilt all 

the valves on the pump, and several of the drain valves. The mobile radio was 

transferred from G43 to E43. We have started receiving the equipment to outfit 

the truck. It will be going to Pierce soon to have the paint touched up, the 

lettering and chevron added. When it comes back it will go to Red Power to have 

some issues addressed. The warning lights have been ordered and will be installed 

when they come in. As soon as the updates are complete we will be starting 

training. I hope to have E43 in service by the end of April. 

Captain Weber and I will be at FDIC the week of April 18
th
. I am asking all of 

our EMR’s to make every effort to respond to daytime calls in my absence. 

There are several upcoming opportunities coming up in the next few months. Please 

check out the list in this month’s newsletter. There are sign-up sheets posted in 

my cube. We will be changing the location of some of our equipment on the 

apparatus. We will also be reworking some of our hose lays. Please be sure to 

check the dry erase board in the bays for updates. On the apparatus bay wall is a 

large map. It can be used as a reference. There is also a map book in E143 broken 

down by quarter section. More training on the maps to follow. 

There is a lot of exciting things happening at CFR. Catch the fever. 

 

Rock the Vote! 

Decisions are Made  

by Those Who Care 

Enough to Show Up! 

Vote Tuesday April 5th! 

Blood Drive 

Tuesday April 5th 

During the Business 

Meeting. Vote and then 

Save a life! 

Understanding is deeper than knowledge. There are many people who 

know you, but there are very few who understand you. 



 

Getting To Know… 

Each Month we will be spotlighting one of our members so that you can become more familiar with the members of 

Clayton Fire Rescue. 

Captain Nick Seelow– Member Since 2007 

Tell us about yourself~ .   I'm Nick Seelow I've been a fire fighter for almost 10 years and a 

Captain on the dept since 2010 . I work with my dad on our dairy and grain farm here in the 

Town of Clayton. I've recently received my fire fighter 2 state certification and currently 

working on the fire instructor 1 state certification.  In my not so much spare time I like to fish, 

hunt, snowmobile, sit around a camp fire and go to tractor pulls in the summer. 

What is your favorite part of being a firefighter?- I have a lot of favorites about being a fire  

fighter but the best one I can think of is that it's a benefit to our whole community 

How has the fire service changed you? Fire fighting has made me a more responsible person.  

What is your favorite quote or saying- The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best 

today. 

 

 

Dawn Walter Benefit 

Save the Date! May 21st from 

2:00p.m. to midnight.  The event 

will be held at the Winchester 

Town Hall. There will be live 

entertainment, food, raffles, 

and more. Mark your calendars 

now to come out and support 

someone who so dedicatedly 

served our community for so many 

years. For updates and more 

information visit Dawn's Spark 

Benefit on Facebook. 

Training Opportunities 

April 30th will provide two opportunities 

for Training. One in the form of a grass 

burn and the fireworks class. If you have 

an interest in either of these training 

opportunities please contact Chief 

Rieckmann to sign up.  

Happy Birthday 

 

Jamie Zeinert - April 27th  

April Truck Inspectors 

Jeremy Jesse  Scott Rieckmann 

Lisa Mathison   Tim Kempen 

Abby Rieckmann  Kaylin Van Stappen 

John Borchert 

We need people in our lives with whom we can be as open 

as possible. To have real conversations with people may 

seem like such a simple obvious suggestion but it involves 

courage and risk. ~ Thomas Moore 


